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IV* TraBatulus de Ambaro, a G{eVerendo 7). T). G\ J 
Camcllo, communicants D. Jacobo Petivcrio So* 
cietatis fkena Socio* 



AVicemateribitiAmbarumfungorum in rupibus^ ac arbo- 
■** ribus more in Maris Alveo generari. Alii non feeus, 
ac in terra fungos fuper marinas enafci aquas. Hieronymns 
zBuerta in Annotationibus Tradu&ionisP/i/w, eertas af- 
ferit effe algas, feu excrementitias mafias fuper Maris a- 
quas in forma fungorum enatas, qua: recenter colle&ann- 
odorse, nee ff agrantiam fpirant, donee curentur : Nee bi~ 
tuminis genus, aut balsenae effe femen eo quod ifta femei 
indurata, nequaquam ut Legitimum Ambarum rarefied 
queant. Jonatius Al%ina in Hift. BifaL eo quod aliquan- 
do & bal&na evomatur, in ea nonnunquam inveniatur, 8c 
at Indius Taefa bonganfifb, i. e.excrementum balaenae voce- 
tur: J^Wz materiam algas, feu plantas effe marinas re* 
finofas^aut refinam maris in fundo crefcentium arborum^ 
aut ex jam putridis algis, ac maris recrementis enatam mu- 
cilaginem a balaenis depaftam conje&uratur. Nicolaus 
Monardes bituminis genus ex fontibus in alto mari ma- 
nans ? quod & Guilt, du Wallig. defendit. Alii., & Simon 
Sethi in diverfis fcaturire locis, §f effe ejus fontes ut bitu- 
minis. Garcias ab Orta opinatur verifimiliter I nfulas, aut 
terras fimilis c. Ambaro formse inveniri. Ferd. Lopez. Ca- 
(lamteda Avium InjuU de Maldiva, qu^ herbis pafcuntur 
odoriferis efie ftercus. Car. Clufio nar ravit Servatim Mar el 
effe recrementa in verse babe&^e ventrical o congefta ex 
materia vifcofa. Alii ex Pifce Azelo devoratuoi proximo 
dotfifpinam eximi. Ferd. Caflrillo liquorem pifciurn col- 
ledum circa eorurn -efophagum, ut Bra/Uia reduces teftan- 
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tur. Fran. Combes lolo IncoUs excrementum effe pifcis 

Gadiamind> qui differens, 8c balaena major eft, narrare 

w^w refer t. a\ Alii ex frn&n quodam odorato a baiaena rievcr- 

rato fieri volunt, J/ii fperma 5 *///. hepar 5 alii euro Si-ois 






r ;'^Jf"effe contendunt. Oeyfor apod -Av/2.- -Semen Ekphantis, 
Fuchfm faditium ex ligno aloes, Zibet ho, Styrace&Xa* 
dano. Indi tut at apod Combes, ex arboris marinae, maxi- 
ma .& aromaticas mufcofis, vifcofifve fieri, adherentiis aut 
screjmentis. Alii, & hi prudentiores ex efufdem arboris 
reiina, cuiopinioni & ipfe author accedit, adjiciendo Am- 
latum crudum odoris efle expers> 8c adeo Pilis (Amygda- 
lo-piflaceaeft) reOnse fimile effe, & uti.hanc facile inftatn- 
tnabile, ut multi incauti decepti avaritiae fua* debkaslue* 
lint poems. Uieronymus a Huerta opinionem efTe quo- 
Tundzm, Ambdrum refinam L gummi efTe arborum,aut Pini 
tQuod gc^^finani. Thomas Bartholinusin A&is Medico-Philofbphi- 
odmrim ch Baffhienfibus Anni 1673. Obf. 122. f. 306. f eofdem 
B^io/i C om futcino habere affirmat natales, (poftquam videlicet 
n! " K,c ' comprobaffet^a^^arborumefrerefinani) nee dubium 
elfe arbores odoratas in novo orbe fimiles profundere 
fuccos. 'Tacitus nt orieritis arbores Thuta^ fkBalfama(cm 
non & Ambamm ? ) it a & occidentis credibile fudare fuc~ 
einum fcribit. Ex his omnibus opinionibus & conjefturis, 
quis opinioni, Ambati originern ab arboribus deducenti- 
orn, utpote verifimiliac probabiliori non fubferibit > More 
fungorum etenim generari valde dubium eft. Algas, aut 
maris recrementitiam putrilaginem materiam efle pofle 
Ambati* non facile crediderim. Herbas aut arbores refi- 
iriferas in iplb marienafci necdumconftat. Bituminis^aut 
terrae genus effe, nop eft verilimile. Fiftitium elfe. fal- 
futn eft. Avium ftercus 5 Elephantis femen 5 Balsena?, aut 
alterius Pifcis effeliquorem, hepar, fperma, aut excrement 
turn, fabulofum vid^tur. A BaUnis nihilominns. aut aliis 
Cetaceis^ aliquando Ambaxom tanquam nutrition* pros- 
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fusineptum.cvnmi, fquod & Qdoarcks Barbofa annot^t) 
In carumvc dbphago , am ventriculo nonnunquatti 
ut indigeftibilc lnvcei?iri lobens concefferim, fiquidera 
hujufcemodi nioniiina oblatas. cribs, nequaquam ut po- 
eri ponia diligere, mt pndibare folent, fed quicquidf fau- * Iofum J; 
ckun eorura hiatui infiuxerit, ingurgitant * Refinofumc0ni1mL~ , 
itaque fake aliorum judicioliquorem, quern Indi varia* kro * 
rum provinciarurn Agacahac 1. Hagachac. Bint ago 1. 5/»- 
taftf. Apitono* toLMdlibahoXayancang.' & Bolotic alii vocant, 
queinve unum cundemvc cum ea ficea, & indurata refina, 
quae oiihi de montibus Hoces^ & Paynan in magnis alata fuit 
fragments, efie jadico : Ambari legitimam materiara efle 
fufpicor. Verum tempeftuoQ oborta procella, & pluvia- 
rum continuatione, univerfali fa&& inundatione a racdr- 
terraneis latebris, ac & fpineta inacceffibilium momium 
jugis, torrentiumknpetuofo*. ac verfabundo curfu praect- 
pkanterinmare delatum, ibidemque a-decumanaflu&uflm 
exagitatione, Sc concuflkme asftuantc marina aqua non 
nihil eniollitum ac clotum, beoeficio particularum Sails 
marini, nee non Soils demum accedentibus ardentiffimis 
radiis, id immutatum., claboratum ac prseparatum, trt 
tandem placato turbine ad littus reBuis propulfus 'fln&ibus 
a refina recenter ex arborc coUe£U,autetiam tra&u tern- 
poris in montanis deficeata, diftin&iffimam violentonem-,, , r 
pe hocce beneficio acqutfitam prxfeferat formam *, ca'mvc m*%^ 
proud fcilicet, plufve minrtfvetem poris aqua marina ma-&Lu *' 
ccratus, flo&num concuffione elotus^acSolis cxcq&us, feu^"^ uo " 
dealbatus fnerit ardore, magisaut minus candidam. Verum cum refi- 
communiter non nifi poftxiuamPhiviarum continuatione^f' 6 ua? 
mediterraoea inundentur,& ternbiKumverjtorumfurkex- 01 * 
agifataei fuerit mare 5 horrenda fiu&uumconcuftione abyf- 
fos ipfos, & iintium ac concavitatum latebraseverrendo 
ferries tanti ponderis in littus ' rejiciuntur. Hujus conjechi- 
xx ctTturo, Scevideos prrbenr. Argument urn Anno 1694, 
Januario Manilam ailata Ambari fri»fta grandiora, foiida, 
pura 8c hetogeneis caremia, in littore circa Palagpag collet 
&a.(Nota, poft fubfinem Febmarii 1693. horribilem- exox- 
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tarn turbinem) erant auttm partim colons opacioris fuc« 
cini flavi, feu facie gummi Arabics : vitro criftallino vi% 
xion pellucidiori de 7/^(7/ miffas refine magis in luteum 
vergtotia : Refine vero de Paynan allata* propemodum 
firxiilia, fed minus odora^nfta videlicet, igne uthaec & al- 
tera facile liquefcentia, & kpideae ferme duritiei ita ut 
nee Culter nee dentes fignum imprimerent. Partim feu 
latere uno ex candido grifea, varie fiila, friabilia quidem, 
fed omni hucufque a me vifo Ambaro jTolidiora. Pro 
j^^^r^autem omnium optimo genuino, & tegitimo diven- 
dita fuerunt. Huic mem opinioni non invkus objecerat 
adverfarius, lion pofTe effe Amharum hu jufcemodi arborum 
refinara, eo quod frufta maxima reperta fuerintv cui re- 
ipondebam fieri poffe, ut varii hujus refinx glumi obvios 
inter fiu&uum recurfus, aut etiam torrentiutn decurfas, 
utpote homogenei, 8c tenaces focientur, fibi coh^reant 
aglutinentor, 8c in frufta majora denique abeant, accon- 
glomerentur. Et quid ni magna poffibile eft reperiri 
hujufcemodi refinae frufta, cum hujatea montes arbores 
refiniferas incredibilis alant vertitatis, & z&Pilis SzLau- 
<van caudices fepius eentenarii colligaetur refinae, 8c frag- 
menta de lloces ac Pay nan allatae refinae fane maximum 
fuifle glomum, unde defumpta fuerant, teftentur. Fran. 
Combes in Hift. Infularum Mwdanaif. 15, refert in littore 
lolo. (BaUvte Infula Margarifera) faille repertum fruftum 
AmbaruboVxm corporis trunco majus, fed refinse ordina- 
rise Iocotix non fuiffe confumptum* Idem referre vide- 
tur FratuCotmin H/ftoria Philipnarum £ 49. fcribens cir- 
ca Infulam Mb fruftutn Ambari, grifei, 8c optimi inventum 
fuifle ultra ducentas libras pendens. Et idem Ignatius 
Alzina in Hift* Byfaiarum recenfere puto, qui djejt in lolb 
fruftum fuifle colle&um cor pore humano craffiu|,8c duplo 
longius* vilique ob copiam diftxa&um fuifTe pretio- An. 
1632* ad promontor ium SanUi Spiritus in Cofta de Igbabao 
ambari fragmentum 55 circiter libraruminventum fuit,cu- 
fus uncia 30 Imp* quia lane optimum fnit, divenditumt eft. 
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In&w fiquidem, cui fors obtigcrat tres itppJeverat corBes; 
quorum duos ob cogtiitionis, *k exinde eftimationis de- 
fectum, domus fhx illuminandi gratia, refins loco io- 
fumpferat. ( his- ufibus Antiqukus, plerumque Byfaiams^ 
Ambarum a retina non diftinguendo deferviebat.) idem 
fafturus cum corbe tertio* nifi hofpes magis veriatus ex 
odoris -fragrantia, fumi re&a afcendentis-diftin&ivo, non 
refinam vulgare^, fed riohiliilifiiarn, feu Ambarum effe 
prodidiflec. + In Bangahun vetula conchylia legcns, fru-f c ^ /?r 
ftam .tfiagnitudinis brachii invenit, pro refina odovikra Baym du 
ordinaria habuit, (nam varias & multse refine odoriferx"^^ 
fpecies a raari in littus propelluntur, ut Batete, Ambarum & kL^ 
redolens, quam Ambarum quod vocant nigrum effe cen-***!* ,^* 
feo 5 eo quod curatum, non femel pro vilicri divendatur Ci^c^n 
Ambar*. Dairiangav^ Raporag$ y Benzoini redolent^' Tangay^r?: : \tm^ 
SamaU. Aliis Samata, liquid iambram, aut baliamum ipi-J^bu" 
rantes.) fuffumigiis deftinavit, & fer me in tot n in antequam It! 
quid ret effet edofta fuiffet, confumpflt. Ambarum non 
raro valde tenax, Sc picis liquids modo niolle ioveniri 
multi affirmant, quod 8c Fran. Combes infinuat dum fcribit r. 
aliquando in littore liquorem mollem, & reeentemeo!- 
Hgi, qui affervatus, nee non beneficiatus optimum efie de- 
prehenditur Ambarum, Communis autem & vulgaris eft- 
opinio, quod & Hkronymm de Hueria cum Fnw, Comhs^ ^ 
affirmat, Ambarum crudum aut recenter colleftum, fra-^^,. t _ 
granti carere odore : Job, nihilominus Botero Bene* f. 90, mm & 
Ambarum in A/* prolans, & non adulteratum odoris effe, ^ n \ 
fumme fragrantis, ac acuti, ut naribus admotum ilS.ied ^njVni- 
fanguinem profluere faciat; Alphonfus de Ovalle in H?fl, ri p^ 
Cbilenf fcribit. Grifmm effe odoris fuavis, nigrum acutio-* nv " f ;[ : f 
ris, differentiam vero hanc odoris, & coloris iode prove* t^ ~ 
nire, quod nigrum grifeo breviori tempore in mari, ae Soli |^J; o 
expofitum fuerit, * Dealbationem itaque Ambari, Sc.duri-^^C^ri 
tiem, ac denfitatem fali, falinifque maris partkolis, pronti^^ 1 ^ 
Succini Soliditatem Thomas Bariholwut in A6tis Medico- cc^i'taTs, 
Philofophicis H^f. Anno 1671, Obf. 57. f. 113. adfcribe- ut fnzd " 
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rlujs. Ambrji p-ifea vaMe candicantis, &' ut vocant finif- 
"•««*«- fimse, nffcp o partem * uuinisconchvliis, & putkuli Kgnt 
fini & pnrridi in\a-» cntt.. Ceutim argumentiim bons atis grvid.m 
tarn a tUauirnttate clotionis,§c raoram.mantiirfstuiffe aflecu* 

tarii. Seel qoot capita, tot fenrenpa, ahundet igicnr 

q«if qi ,efuo f«,r„; donee wnp». & cu riorum Lor 

certiora revclciK, 
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V. J Letter from Dr William Oliver, Qhyfician and 
Fellow of the (fioyal Society, to Mr James Petiver, 
F. 0J. 6\ concerning the Jefuics Birk. 
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SIR, 

Em Bark, comes From a Tree about the bignefs of a 
P/#«t& free, with Leaves like %, but not quite fo big, 
and are always green. The Indians call it guerango. Tis 
gathered in Autumn, and the Kind taken off all round, as 
well from the Trunk ;'as Boughs^ which grows again in four 
Months, as(V4 does : The Trunk is about the Bignefs of a 
Mam Thigh : It bears a Fruit nor unlike ztheftnut (except 
its outer Rind or SAe//) which is properly call'd ChinaChina, 
and is effeera tl by the Natives beyond the #ir£taken from 
the Trunk or Boughs, This Account I received from an7;z- 
genious Apothecary at Cadiz in Spain> A. D* 1694. who had 
lived in Feru and Teen it growing, and gathered it feveral 
times : From this Bifioryl made this Obfervation, that pro- 
bably China China , or the JR/W of the Fruit, was fir ft only 
in life, and the more powerful Medicine, ufed in fiualler 
quantities, and that the Bark of the Tree came not into 
play till forne time after 3 when xheFertues of it, known 
m Europe, occafioned a greater demand for it, whether 
this be a juft Obfervation or no, I fubmittoyour better 
Judgment, 

J * VI Part 



